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MINUTES OF THE BLAYNEY SHIRE TOWNS AND VILLAGES 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON THURSDAY 13 MARCH 2014 
AT THE BLAYNEY SHIRE COMMUNITY CENTRE 

 
Meeting commenced at 6.06pm 
 
PRESENT 
Judy Belecky, Alvaro Marques, Tony Kearney, Glenn Wilcox, Loretta Kervin, 
Cathy Griffiths, Elizabeth Russ, Sally Ryan, and Anton Franze. Cr Allan Ewin 
(from 6.15pm). 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
RESOLVED: That the apologies received from Richard Bloomfield, Viv 
Hamilton, Wayne Moore, Cecily Walters and Kerry Adams be accepted 
(Alvaro Marques / Cathy Griffiths). 
 
CHAIR 
Elizabeth Russ appointed Chair due to absence of Cr Allan Ewin at 
commencement of meeting. 
 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
The minutes of 12 December 2013 should reflect that Laurie Williams has 
been liaising on behalf of Millthorpe Village Committee. 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 12 December 2013 were 
confirmed to be a true and accurate record of that meeting (Cathy Griffiths / 
Judy Belecky). 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Nil. 
 
VILLAGE PLANS 
Council is awaiting feedback on any amendments to the final draft of Village 
Plans circularised to enable adoption of Village Plans by Council. 
 
RECOMMENDED: That Council adopt the Village Plans. (Alvaro Marques / 
Tony Kearney) 
 
UPDATE RE RAILWAY STATIONS IN VILLAGES 

• Meeting held by Council with Millthorpe Village Committee, Paul Toole 
John Holland.  

• Meeting held by Council with Newbridge Progress Association, Paul Toole 
John Holland. 

• A further meeting to occur regarding resolution of responsibility of repairs 
to footbridge at Newbridge Railway Station. 

 
RECOMMENDED: That Council the update regarding the Railway Stations at 
Newbridge and Millthorpe be noted.(Cathy Griffiths / Sally Ryan) 
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WORKSHOP FOR DEVELOPMENT OF EVENTS STRATEGY 

• Discussion held with a view to development of strategy for a “Festival 
of Events” over a number of weeks. 

• Concept such as “Festival of the Villages” or “Showcase the Shire”. 

• Sally, Loretta and Elizabeth have expressed interest in being part of 
group to progress concept. 

 
RECOMMENDED: That a group comprising interested members of Towns & 
Villages Committee, Economic Development Committee, Blayney Town 
Committee, Blayney Festival Committee and business develop ideas to 
progress concept for a “Festival of Events”. 
 
DISPLAYS ON FOOTPATHS POLICY 

• Millthorpe Village Committee will provide a separate written submission. It 
was advised by the General Manager that legislation is proposed that may 
impact on the introduction of this policy. When clarification of legislation is 
received Council will be in a position to determine the future direction of 
this matter. 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS 

• Query regarding Hobbys Yards Hall following confirmation that it is not on 
a Crown Reserve. Council is committing to any lease of buildings pending 
a review of crown reserves and other properties. 

• Financial Assistance Program is currently open and is scheduled to close 
28/03/2014. 

• IPART is accepting submissions on Council’s application for a Special 
Variation to its General Income. 

• Update from Loretta re: Textures of One Art Exhibition 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

• Noticeboard for events 
 

NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Blayney Shire Towns and Villages Committee will be 
held on Thursday 12 June 2014 commencing at 6.00pm. 
 
MEETING CLOSE 
The meeting closed at 7.25pm. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BLAYNEY SHIRE AUDIT COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE ON FRIDAY 7 MARCH 2014 

 
The meeting commenced at 9:00 am. 

 
1. Present 
Cr. David Somervaille (Councillor – voting) 
Steve Kent (Chair - Independent – voting) 
Phil Burgett (Independent – voting) 
Jennie Robson (Risk Officer) 
Chris Hodge (Acting Director Corporate Services – 

secretariat) 
Mark Griffiths* (Grant Thornton Aust. – Internal Auditor) 
 
*Joined via conference call for approx. 10 mins at end of meeting. 
 
2. Apologies 
Cr. Scott Ferguson (Councillor – voting) 
Cr. Allan Ewin (Councillor – voting) 
Glenn Wilcox (General Manager) 
Anton Franze (Director Corporate Services – secretariat) 
 
3. Declarations of Interest 
Nil. 
 
4. Adoption of Previous Minutes 
Recommendation: That the minutes for the previous Audit Committee 
meeting held on 25 November 2013 were a true and accurate record of that 
meeting. 
 
5. Audit Committee Annual Report 2012/13 
Steve Kent presented the Audit Committee Annual Report. The Audit 
Committee Charter adopted by Council requires that the Committee report at 
least annually on its activities.  The Annual Report covered the period 1 
November 2012 to 31 December 2013.  The report provided a background to 
the establishment of the Audit Committee, its membership, achievements 
during the period and future directions for the Committee in the year to come.   
 
6. Risk Management Update 
A report by Council’s Risk Officer was presented. Revised Footpath policy 
adopted by Council. The Continuous Improvement Pathway continues with 
footpaths review commenced. Conditions of hire for the Blayney Community 
Centre being reviewed and drafted. CentrePoint hire agreement approved and 
implemented. Council wide Risk register is still under development and 
advised that appropriate resources should be allocated to meet the 2014 
completion timeframe. 
 
7. Major Developments/Issues 
Development Applications audit review to commence March/April 2014 by 
Grant Thornton Australia. Council Integrated Planning and Reporting 
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documents adopted at February Council meeting. Special Rate Variation 
application submitted to IPART (4.69% 2014/15 and 5.11% 2015/16). Work 
continues on the WBC shared services project, report from KPMG to be 
finalised April 2014.  
 
8. Status of Prior Report Recommendation’s  
A status of prior report recommendations was presented to the Audit 
Committee for review. Progress to date was noted. It was requested that the 
date of review undertaken be inserted; more specific target dates rather than 
quarter and high risk items prioritised. Requested that all completed items be 
removed from list. Further information of item 25 was also requested.  
 
9. Future of Internal Audit Discussion Paper 
A discussion paper ‘Internal Audit & Risk Management’ was presented on 
behalf of the WBC Executive Manager. The paper gave a background on the 
WBC approach to internal audit and risk management outlining the costs and 
structure of the committee. The paper gave a number future options for the 
committee to discuss. The committee does not support the recommendations 
presented in the report. 
 
10. Future Meeting Dates 
Next meeting to be held in June 2014. Date to be agreed upon by Committee 
members closer to meeting.  
 
11. Any other Business  
External Audit dates have been agreed upon. Interim audit to be completed 
on 7/8 April and 23 June 2014. Final audit to be conducted 25-27 August 
2014. April audit management letter to be tabled at next meeting. 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.07am. 
 
   
 


